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FIRST  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 

Brotberbood  of  Karpenters  &  Joiiiers 

HELD  AT 

CHICAGO,  ILL,  AUGUST  8—12.  1881. 

On  Monday,  Auj^ust  8,  1881,  at  3  P.  M.,  tlie  Conveu- 
tiou  was  called  to  order  in  Trades  Assembly  Hall,  192 
"\Vasliin«»:ton  street,  Chicago,  111.  The  spacious  hall  was 
artisticjiUy  draped  with  fla^^s  and  banners,  and  suitable 
emblems.  A  tine  model  of  the  lofty  steeple  of  tlie  Dresden 
Cathedral  in  Germany,  with  model  of  spiral  stair-case, 
ornamented  the  front  of  the  stage,  and  attracted  high 
econiums  for  its  excellent  workmanship.  The  Convention 
was  called  to  order  bv  (nistav  Luebkert  of  St.  Louis, 
Chairman  of  the  Provisional  Committee  which  arranged 
the  Convention.  Brother  AV.  D.  Black  of  Chicago  delivered 
the  address  of  welcome. 

Temporary  Organization. 

Temporary  organization  was  ettected  by  electing  tiie 
following  officers:  Chairman,  J.  P.  Goodwin,  Cliicago; 
Vice  Chairman,  A.  Oberbeck,  St.  Louis;  Secretary,  J.  B. 
Smith,  Cincinnati.  The  follo\\ing  gentlemen  were  elected 
as  a  C(mimittee  on  Credentials:  J.M.Kerr,  Detroit;  H. 
B.  Kuhlmann,  Cincinnati;  Tlios.  P.  Doran,  Chicago;  J. 
M.  House,  Buftalo;  J.  G.  Gorg,  St.  Louis.     After  a  sh<,rt 


recess,  the  Committee  on  Credentiiils  reported  aiul  recom- 
mended the  acceptance  of  tliirty-tive  deleji^ates,  and  re- 
ferred the  credentials  of  Giistav  Luebkeit,  ])roxy  for 
IndianapoHs,  to  the  Convention.  After  a  brief  discussion 
the  credentials  of  Mr.  Luebkert  were  accepted,  and  his 
name  added  to  the  roll  of  delegates.  The  following  dele- 
gates were  than  declared  entitled  to  seats  and  votes  in 
the  Convention  : 


Cleveland.  0. — D.  McIntosh.  X 
Indianapolis,  Ind. — Gi  stav  Luebkeut. 

Kansas  City.  Mo.— John  E.  Walton. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.— John  D.  Allen. 

Butfalo,  N.  Y.--J.  M.  Hoise;  J.  C,  Schiei.eu. 

Detroit.  Mich.— J.  M.  Kekk;  I.  N.  Evans. 

New  York.  N.  Y. — John  RrrxEK;  Jacoh  Schneidej:. 

Washington,  D.  C— (>.  Edmondsto^;;  David  GKE(i(i. 

St.  Louis.  Mo.— p.  J.  McGriuE;  A.  Okkkbe(  k;  J.  (x.  (i< )!{<;: 
E.  W  ind. 

Cincinnati.  0.— L.  F.  Lincoln;  J.  li.  Smith:  H.  J).  Kim  - 
mann;  Ben  Stollberg;  J.  Ellick. 

Chicago.  III.— M.  Miller;  W.  D.  Bla(  k;  William  Kn<.lk; 
P.  RixiERs;  W.  T.  Hende'^son;  Thos.  P.  Douan;  Uu  h- 
ARD  W.  Comfort;  J.  K.  Wk^ht;  (1.  Hipi'BERciEu;  P. 
Mattheison;  John  P.  Goodwin;  John  Dittman;  J.  H. 
Peters;  R.  Statemax;  L.  E.  Pake. 

The  roll-call  showed  11  cities  repieseiite  1  and  'M\ 
delegates  present. 

The  following  committees  were  then  elected  1)\  the 
Convention : 

Committee  on  Rules. — P.  J.  McGuire:  R.  W.  Com- 
fort; Ben  Stollberg;  G.  Edmondston;  J.  N.  Evans. 

Committee  ON  Permanent  Oruani/.xtion.  —  J.  C.  Si-liic- 
der;  M.Miller;  G.  Luebkert;  E.  Wind;  L.  F.  Lincoln; 
David  Gregg;  J.  D.  Allen. 

A  recess  of  half  an  hour  was  taken,  ai  the  cxpii  iti»)n 
of  which  both  committees  were  prei)arfMl  t  »  r,  pert 


Uoll  <)f  De)e$>ates. 
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ItiiU's  of  Orilur. 

T\w  Coiuniittee  on  Rules  reported,  aud  with  a  few 
aiiiendnieiits  the  report  was  lulopted  as  follows: 

.]//'.  ('hairnmii:  Your  Committoe  on  Rulos  begs  leave  to  «ul>- 
mit  the  following  report : 

First. — Each  delegate  shall  not  be  allowed  to  speak  more 
than  twice  on  the  same  question,  and  shall  be  limited  to  five 
minutes  etmh  time,  and  not  longer,  only  by  unanimous  consent. 

Seeoml. — In  Executive  sessions  none  shall  be  admitted 
save  members  of  Carpenters  Unions  with  cards,  or  vouched  for 
by  the  delegates,  and  at  no  other  time  shall  any  one  else  be  ad- 
mitted, except  the  press. 

Third — Spectators  shall  be  separated  from  the  delegates, 
and  two  or  more  Sergeants-at-Arms  be  appointed  by  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements  to  preserve  order  and  carry  this 
rule  into  effect. 

Fnnrlh. — No  intoxicated  person  shall  be  admitted  within 
the  hall. 

Fifth, — The  Convention  shall  assernble  each  day  at  8  A.  M., 
jiiid  shall  take  recess  from  12  M.  to  2  P.  M.  The  hour  of  ad- 
journment «^hall  be  determined  each  day  by  the  Convention. 

Slfth. — Twelve  delegates  shall  (constitute  a  quorum  for  the 
transaction  of  business. 

^'r*-nth. — No  partisan  polilics  or  sectarian  issue"  shall  be 
discussed. 

F'xfhfh. — We  recomnn  nd  the  following  order  of  business  : 

1.  Call  of  Roll. 

2.  Reading  of  Minutes. 
A.  Communications. 

4.  Appointment  of  Committe<'s, 

r>.  Reports  of  Committees. 

0,  Cniinished  Business. 

7.  Election  of  Oflicers. 

a.  New  Business. 

9.  Adjournment. 
\lnth. — We  recommend  the  election  of  Uu'  following  voiu- 
mittee«  :  On  Constitution  and  By-Laws  ;  On  Finance  and  Press  ;  On 
Resolutions;  On  Report  of  Provisional  Committee.  The  lii-st- 
namcd  to  consist  of  seven  delegates,  the  others  of  five  delegates 
each. 

'Ifith. — The  representation  on  these  co  imittees  shall  be 
equally  distributed,  so  that  no  committee  shall  have  more  tlian 
one  delegate  from  the  same  city. 

Fh  reiifh — Cases  not  provided  for  by  these  rules  shall  be 
cid«»d  by  Cushing's  Manual. 

Signed,    The  Committee. 


Permanent  Orgranizatioii. 

Committee  on  Permanent  Organization  repoi-ted:  For 
President,  J.  R.  Smith,  and  R.  W.  Comfort;  both  names 
were  presented  for  the  Convention  to  take  its  choice.  For 
Vice  President,  John  Ritter;  Secretary',  P.  J.  McGuire. 
A  minority  report  was  offered  which  presented  the  name 
of  J.  R.  Smith  for  President.  Motion  made  to  accept 
minority  report,  lost.  Majority  report  was  accepted,  and 
the  Convention  proceeded  to  ballot  for  President.  On  the 
first  ballot  J.  R.  Smith  received  19  votes,  R.  W.  Comfort, 
17;  and  David  Gregg,  1.  The  ballot  was  objected  to  on 
the  ground  that  there  was  one  ballot  more  than  the  whole 
number  of  delegates.  The  second  ballot  resulted :  R.  W. 
Comfort,  19;  J.  R.  Smith,  17.  R.  W.  Comfort  was  de- 
clared elected.  Motion  made  to  make  the  election  un- 
animous; carried. 

Convention  then  adjounied  until  9  A.  ^I.  the 
next  dav. 


t 
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Tuesday's  Session. 

The  second  day's  session  opened  at  0  A.  M.  J.  P. 
Goodwin  still  in  the  chair  as  temporary  President.  All 
delegates  present. 

The  balance  of  the  officers  as  in  report,  of  Committee 
on  permanent  organization  were  elected  and  installed. 
Permanent  organization  was  thus  effected  with  the  follow- 
ing officers:  President,  R.  W.  Comfort;  Vice  President, 
John  Ritter;  Secretary,  P.  J.  McGuire;  Assistant  Sec- 
retary, Thos.  P.  Doran;  Sergeant-at-Arms,  Richard 
Stateman. 

Keport  of  Provisional  Coiiiiiiittee. 

The  following  report  of  the  Provisional  Committee 
was  then  submitted: 

FEtiiiOW  Craftsmen  :  We  congratulate  you  upon  the  auspi- 
cious opening  of  your  National  Convention,  and  hope  that  your 
labors  will  result  in  the  formation  of  a  powerful  organization  of 
carpenters  and  joiners — one  that  will  elevate  our  craft  and  arouse 
our  fellow-workmen  to  tlic  necessity  of  union.  With  the  assem- 
bling of  this  Convention  the  duties  of  tlie  Provisional  Committee 
which  called  this  convention  tOLjether,  will  «'ease.  We  were 
appoint«Ml  April  24,  1881,  by  the  three  unions  of  St.  Louis,  and 
<5»rga5iized  by  electing  Gusttiv  Luebk»»rt  Chairman,  and  P.  J.  Mc- 
fruire,  Secretary.  Tlio  latter  was  authorized  to  procteed  to  work, 
but  not  having  nu>ney  to  act  with,  tlie  committee  secured  a  loan 
df  S57  from  the  Strike  Exeeutiv»'  Comnjittee  of  the  St.  Louis 
fl^trpentei-s.  During  the  strike  in  St.  Loius  this  Spring,  it  was 
discovered  that  our  advance  in  wages  would  soon  be  lost  through 
the  influx  of  men  from  other  cities  where  wages  were  lower.  Day 
after  day  men  came  from  other  States  where  wages  were  .'?1.7;"5  to 
^2.  Then  it  was  that  we  cnneludcd  the  oidy  resort  was  to  form 
a  National  Union,  unite  all  local  uidoiis,  organize  the  low-paid 
towns,  and  then  raise  the  wages  to  a  general  standard  through- 
out the  countrj'.  The  first  st(^])  was  to  issue  The  Carpenter, 
and  arouse  the  local  unions.  Correspomlence  was  at  once  opened 
with  the  carpenters  throughout  the  United  States.  In  the  course 
of  three  months  the  Secretary  sent  out  4*,)7  lettei-s,  and  receivetl 
213  in  reply.  Sixty-two  unions  with  a  membership  of  18.000  were 
questioned  and  promised  to  support  th*'  National  Union.  We 
recommend  action  on  the  following : 

1.  Re<lucing  hours  of  labor. 

2.  General  organization  of  trade. 

:J.  ( •onnection  with  Carpenters  of  Caiuida. 

4.  Fftternal  relations  with  the  carpeidcMs  of  Europe. 
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■>.  Action  ill  regard  to  eontiiientai  Federation  of  Tmd*'-.. 

A  report  was  also  made  in  regard  to  the  linaneial  condition 
of  The  Carpenter,  showing  prosperity  in  its  affain^.  The  re- 
port was  laid  over  for  reference  to  the  proper  eoininittee. 

H<»l»ort  of  Dele}rsit«*x« 

In  obedience  to  a  motion  that  each  delej^atiou  make 

a  report  from  their  respective  cities,  the  Convention  then 

prepared  itself  to  hear  these  re])orts. 

Indianapolis. — Union  young  and  thriving  with  \ory  en- 
couraging prospects. 

Cincinnati. — Organized  in  Fall  of  1880,  and  in  good  work- 
ing order.  From  900  to  10(K)  carpenters  in  the  city,  jind  union 
controls  all  shops  but  three.  Union  lunnbers  7('>0  nieinbers  in 
good  standing.    Initiation  fee  S5;  duos  25  cents  a  month. 

.  Buffalo. — Union  has  2(M)  members  and  in  good  condition. 
Initiation  fee  SI ;  monthly  dues  15  cents. 

New  York. — German  House  Framers'  Union  numbers  1421 
men.  A  year  and  a-half  ago  wages  were  >^1.50  a  <Iay,  now  s;{. 
They  have  s:?,000  in  treasury.  Dut's  2")  cciits  a  month;  accident 
benefit  ^^25.  Work  only  8  honi"s  on  Saturday,  and  get  paid  lor  ten. 

Chicaoo. — Two  unions ;  one  on  braneh  basis  ;  other  on  central- 
ized system.  On  behalf  of  the  Benevolents  (Brandies)  delegate 
Black  reported  thev  had  nr)2  memtiers  in  good  staii<ling.  Initiation 
feeS2.50;  dues  25  cents;  S5  a  week  sick  li<'n«^tit.  The  branclie-. 
are  united  in  one  nnion  by  delegntes  lo  an  Executive  Council. 
Delegate  Goodwin  reported  in  behalf  of  i'rote(  tiv<>s  (Centralized) 
Initiation  fee  Si ;  dues  25  cents:  4.55  memi)crs.  Both  unions  are 
opposed  to  piece  work,  and  work  oidy  S}  hours  on  Saturdays. 

St.  Louis. — Three  local  unions  working  under  one  Stat«* 
(•barter  and  one  Constitution  ;  organized  in  Spring  of  1878.  In 
all  number  400  members.  Death  benefit,  S5(l:  sick  benefit.  s2  ; 
initiation  fee,  $1 ;  dues,  25  cents  u  month. 

Detroit.— Organized  in  1880.  Initiation  fee,  si ;  dues, 
10  cents  monthly-;  242  membei's,  last  April  numbered  4(M).  Assists 
men  out  of  employment. 

Philadelphia.— Organized  November  1879  with  21  men, 
and  in  1880  had  4(5  members.  Commenced  open  meetiiigs  in 
March  1881,  and  in  July  had  300  members.  Since  July  increasi'd 
at  rate  of  20  a  week.    Initiation  fee,  50  cents ;  dues,  2o  c«Mits. 

Washington.— In  April  1881,  organized  with  150  men.  Iid- 
tiation  fee,  S2;  dues,  25  cents;  work  58  hours  per  w<<ek  :  5<hi 
members. 

Kansas  City.— Has  91  membei-s ;  organized  May  18M1.  Ini- 
tiation fee,  50  cents ;  dues,  25  cents. 

Cleveland.— Initiation  fee,  $1;  dues.  25  cents;  ha-,  s", 
membei's. 


Kle<'tU»ii  of  Coiiiinittees. 

Convention  then  resolved  to  take  up  regulai*  order 
of  business. 

Nominations  for  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws  declared  in  order.  Following  delegates  nominated: 
Smith,  Allen,  McGuirc,  KeiT,  Doran,  Goodwin,  Ritter, 
Luebkert,  Gregg,  Walton  and  House.  President  Comfort 
appointed  Edmondston  and  Schieder  as  tellei'S.  The  bal- 
lot resulted  as  follows: 

Allen,  30;  Smith,  26;  Gregg,  25;  Kerr,  24;  McGuire, 
22;  Walton,  22;  House,  22;  Goodwin,  17;  Doran,  15; 
Hitter,  14;  Luebkert,  13. 

Delegates  Allen,  Smith,  Gregg,  Kerr,  McGuire, 
AValton  and  House  were  declared  elected. 

Moved,  that  we  reconsider  vote  that  made  Commltttee 
on  Constitution  consist  of  seven;  earned.  Ordered  that 
Committee  be  increased  to  nine.  ]^Ioved  that  delegates 
Doran  and  Goodwin  be  added  to  Committee.  Doran  de- 
cUned  in  favor  of  Goodwin;  the  latter  was  elected  unani- 
mously. Moved  that  delegate  Ritter  be  added:  Ritter 
declined.  Moved  that  Luebkert  be  elected  to  fill  the  va- 
<-jiney :  earned.    Adjourned  until  2  P.  ^I. 


Afternoon  Session. 

At  2  P.  M.  Convention  re-assembled;  President  Com- 
tV)rt  in  the  chair.  Call  of  roll  showed  all  delegates  pres- 
ent, except  J.  K.  Wight.  The  following  committees  were 
elected  imauimouslv: 

On  Finance  and  Press. — John  Ritter,  J.  G.  Gorg, 
Thomas  P.  Doran,  D.  Mclntosl*,  and  H.  B.  Kulilmann. 

On  Re.solutions. — Gabriel  Edmondston,  J.  C.  Schieder, 
A.  W.  Oberbeck,  W.  P.  Black,  and  L.  F.  Lincoln. 

Provisional  Committee. — I.  N.  Evans,  L.  E.  Pake,  B. 
A.  Stolberg,  E.  AVind,  and  Jacob  Schneider. 

Moved  that  we  take  a  recess  until  4  P.  M.  to  give 
committees  time  to  work;  amended  tliat  we  adjourn  until 
S  A.  M.,  Wednesday;  amendment  carried. — Adjourned. 


Wednesday's  Session. 

The  thiid  day's  proceedings  were  opened  by  Pres- 
ident Comfort.  Roll  call  showed  all  delegates  present. 
Minutes  read  and  approved. 

Delegate  Smith  of  Cincinnati  rose  to  a  question  of 
privilege  and  called  attention  to  a  paragraph  in  the  Chi- 
cago Thnesy  reflecting  upon  hini.  Resolved,  that  we  go 
into  executive  session.  Doors  closed,  and  by  vote  all  re- 
porter were  excluded.  Moved  by  delegate  Lincoln  that 
a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  matter. 
Moved  that  the  whole  subject  be  laid  on  tlie  table.  Mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table  prevailed.  P^xecutive  session  wus 
raised  and  the  regular  order  of  business  taken  up  in  open 
Convention. 

Committee  on  Constitution  asked  for  fuiiljcr  time 
which  was  granted.  Committee  on  Finance  and  Pn  ss 
reported  as  follows: 

Fiiiaiioe  and  Pi4'ss. 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  and  Press  beg  leave  to 
repoi-t : 

F,rst. — We  have  audited  the  flnaiieial  aecoiinUs  of  the  Provi- 
sional Committee  and  find  them  correct. 

Set'ond. — We  recommen<l  that  the  Chicago  Unions  prim 
25,000  copies  of  the  Constitution  when  aclopted,  an<l  thai  the 
local  Unions  of  the  Brotherhood  send  funds  as  soon  as  po.ssllilt' 
to  the  treasuiy  to  defray  the  expenses.  Such  expenses  to  l>e 
divided  pro  rata  among  the  unions,  according  to  membership. 

TItinI — Tliat  I'HE  C.aiPENTEr  shall  be  the  pn)perty  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  be  the  official  organ,  part  English,  |»art  (ier- 
man,  and  shall  be  edited  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Brothcrliood. 
and  shall  be  published  in  New  York  City. 

FoHtiL—ThsLt  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Brotherhood  receive  a 
stated  salary,  and  devote  his  entire  time  to  the  business  of  the 
organization. 

Fifth.— ThsLt  the  Brotherhood,  whenever  their  funds  will 
allow,  shall  refund  to  the  St.  Louis  Carpenters'  Unions  tlie  sum 
of  $57,  loaned  to  issue  The  Carpenter,  or  said  sum  shall  be 
credited  to  the  accounts  of  the  St.  Louis  unions. 

Sixth.— Th&t  e&ch  union  represented  pay  for  at  least  1(H> 
copies  of  The  Carpenter  for  August,  in  order  to  issue  it  at  once 
after  the  Convention. 

Signed,    Thi:  Commjtti  e. 
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Report  received.  The  Convention  proceeded  to  take 
up  the  report. 

Resolvedf  that  each  section  as  read  be  considered 
adopted,  unless  objection  is  oflfered. 

Resolved,  that  the  above  rule  apply  to  all  other  re- 
ports as  weU. 

The  first  five  propositions  were  adopted  without  ob- 
jection. The  sixth  was  discussed  and  an  amendment 
offered  that  each  union  be  compelled  to  take  as  many 
Carpenters  as  they  have  members. 

A.  second  amendment  proposed  that  we  recommend 
each  union  to  take  one  copy  for  each  member. 

As  substitute  for  the  whole  it  was  decided  that  the 
per  capita  tax  be  fixed  high  enougli  to  cover  all  expenses 
of  publishing  The  Carpenter,  so  that  each  member  in 
good  standing  shall  be  furnished  with  a  copy.  Ordered 
that  repoi-t  be  adopted  as  amended. 

Ordered  that  committee  be  discharged  \vith  thanks. 
Committee  on  Resolutions  was  called  on  to  report; 
asked  for  further  time  whicli  was  granted. 

Committee  on  Report  of  Provisional  Committee  next 
reported: 

Fn-st. — This  Coiivontion  slmll  instruct  all  unions  in  the 
Brotherhood  to  ascert^iiu  whore  carpenters  unions  exist  and  to 
use  their  influence  to  bring  th(;m  into  the  Brotherhood,  and 
where  there  are  none  endeavor  to  establish  them. 

Stnnul. — That  the  recommendations  of  the  Pro\isional  Com- 
mittee be  adopted. 

Third. — That  the  work  of  the  Provisional  Committee  be  en- 
dorsed and  the  members  of  that  committee  receive  the  hearty 
thanks  of  this  Convention. 

Report  was  received.  Moved  that  first  part  in  refer- 
ence to  agitation  be  stricken  out.  Carried. 

Moved  that  action  in  regard  to  reducing  the  hours 
of  labor  be  referred  to  next  Convention.  Carried. 

Besolved,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  organization  be 
instructed  to  enter  into  relations  with  the  carpenters  of 
Canada,  with  a  view  to  bring  them  within  our  fold. — 
Adopted. 
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On  Motion,  the  lepoi-t  of  Coniniittee  on  the  work  of 
Provisional  Committee  was  adopted  as  above  amended. 
The  Committee  was  discharf?ed. 

Adjourned  until  '1  P.  M. 

Afternoon  Session. 

Reconvened  at  2  P.  M.,  but  on  account  of  the  ex- 
tended work  of  the  Committees  still  out,  the  Convention 
adjourned  until  H  P.  M. 

At  8  P.  M.  the  Cimvention  assend)led.  The  roll  call 
showed  all  present  except  the  live  dele<^ates  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati Union. 

The  evenin«i"  was  spent  in  considerinj^'  tlie  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Cfmstitntion.  The  names  Carj^'nters 
and  Joiners  National  Union  "  and  "  International  Union 
of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  "were  prop(>sed.  Hut  the  ('(in- 
vention adopted  the  name  propose(l  bv  the  Committee, 
riz.  "Brotherhood  of  Cari)enters  and  Joiners  of  America.  *' 

Ai*t  1,  Sec.  4,  occasioned  considerable  <h  bate.  ^b)ved 
as  an  amendment  that  the  basis  of  rej)resentation  be  two 
delejjjates  from  each  Union.  I'urtlier  amended  tliat  it 
read  **one  dele'jjate  for  each  1(»0  members  or  one  vote  foi- 
each  hundred  members."  Substitute  ottered  tliat  each 
Union  have  three  dek^ji^ates.  Previous  (piestion  onleretl 
on  original  proposition  of  Committee.  Report  of  Com- 
mittee on  this  section  adopted  as  read. 

After  Article  7,  Section  1,  had  been  a(h»j>ted  it  was 
resolved  that  Unions  represented  in  this  Convention  l>e 
exempt  from  2)avnient  of  charter  fee.  A<li<mrned  at 
11  P.  M. 
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Thursday's  Session. 


The  fourtli  day's  session  opened  at  8  A.  M.,  President 
( •onifoi't  in  the  chair.  All  delegates  present  except  Ditt- 
nian,  Stateman,  and  Pake.  Minutes  read  and  approved. 
The  consideration  of  the  Constitution  was  resumed. 
Art.  8,  Sec.  1,  was  amended  so  to  read  that  "nine  men 
shall  be  vouched  for  by  the  District  Or<^anizer  or  the 
nearest  local  union.  "  Art.  8,  Sec.  8,  amended  as  it  now 
I'eads  in  Constitution. 

Moved  that  a  clause  be  inserted  in  Constitution  that 
every  local  union  set  apart  one  meetiuj?  in  a  month  as  an 
oj^en  nieetin<(  and  invite  the  j^ublic.  The  motion  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  for  their  favorable 
consideration. 

Art.  \),  Section  1,  was  then  amended  to  its  present 
form. 

The  mornin<if  session  was  prolonged  by  debate  on  tlie 
various  sections  of  tlie  rejiort. 

Adjourned  at  I'l.M)  M.  until  2  P.  M. 


Afternoon  Session. 

Convention  reassembled  at  '2  P.  M.,  President  Com- 
fort in  the  chair.  Poll  call  showed  the  following  delegates 
absent:  Smitli,  Lincoln,  Eliick,  Stolberg,  Kuhlman,  Ditt- 
mann,  and  Oberbeck.  Tiiey  apj)eared  at  1^  P.  M.  The 
constitution  was  taken  up  and  consi  lered. 

An  amendment  to  Art.  10,  Sec.  was  ottered,  so  as 
to  allow  all  members  in  good  standing  to  be  entitled  to 
.strike  benetit.  Tiie  amendment  was  rejected  and  the 
clause  which  requires  three  months  membership  was 
adoptetl.  The  Constitution  as  a  whole  was  t)ien  adopted 
and  the  Committee  discharged  with  thanks. 

Rcvsoliitioiis. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  being 
next  in  order  was  taken  up  and  atlopted  amid  great  en- 
thusiasm.   The  report  is  as  follows: 
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Whereas,  Under  the  existing  social  system,  labor  is  being 
bought  in  the  market  at  the  lowest  price,  and  this  with  the 
pressing  life  necessities  of  the  laborer,  has  reduced  the  standard 
of  honest  labor  below  that  of  slavery,  as  it  existed  under  the 
protection  of  the  law,  making  it  an  impossibility  for  the  working 
man  to  support  those  most  dear  to  him  in  times  of  storm  and 
stress;  and, 

Whereas,  This  stat«  of  affairs  has  caused  a  deep  and 
settled  discontent,  that  in  the  past  has  developed  serious 
breaches  of  the  public  peace,  and  threatened  the  national  gov- 
ernment ;  Therefore  be  it 

KesitJred,  First,  our  duty  as  law-abiding  citizens  requires  us 
to  use  all  peaceful  and  lawful  means  to  accomplish  our  ends  be- 
fore resorting  to  the  rights  guaranteed  us  in  the  Constitution  of 
our  country-;  second,  the  best  interests  of  our  trade  demand 
shorter  hours  of  labor,  in  order  that  lalH)r-8aving  machinery 
may  not  be  so  extensively  employed  in  re<lucing  the  comp<»nsa- 
tion  due  to  skilled  labor. 

WINTER  WORK. 

>>♦•  nid — That  no  distinction  should  bo  mado  betwecMi  work  \\\ 
winter  and  summer,  to  the  loSvS  of  wages  in  the  former  season, 
as  the  physical  danger  attending  maniml  toil  is  greatly  increased 
duri'.ig  the  winter  months. 

POLITICAL  ACTION. 

Th'ml — That  we  abandon  afliliation  with  eilhrr  of  the  i)<>lit- 
ical  parties,  and  pledge  ourselves  to  support  for  public  ollice 
only  such  men  whom  we  are  assured  will  best  n^prrsent  tho  labor- 
ing classes. 

SPECIAL  LEGISLATION. 

h\,„,-tl, — We  demand  of  our  lawmak«'i-s  surh  enactments  as 
will  build  up  our  American  commerce;  that  thev  eliminate  from 
our  statue-books  those  special  a n< I  oligarchical  laws  that  now 
give  to  monopolies  the  power  of  oppressing  at  will  the  weak  and 
defenseless. 

LIEN  LAWS. 

h\fih—\\(i  desire  a  uniform  li«Mi  law  throughout  the  United 
States,  making  a  lien  the  first  mortgage  on  real  estate  to  secure 
the  wages  of  labor  first,  and  mateiial  s«'cond.  Sucli  lien  should 
be  granted  without  long  stays  of  execution  or  other  delays. 

BUILDING  TRADES  LEAGUES. 

N/jVA— We  recommend  such  action  as  inav  Ik^  necessai  v  t<> 
consolidate  all  unions  in  the  various  building  trad<?s. 

EMPLOYMENT  BUREAUS. 

Serenth—WQ  will  establish  Lalior  Bunsius  in  the  dilTerent 
citK^  throughout  the  country  to  facilitate  the  einplovment  of 
local  and  traveling  members  of  our  Brof  herliood.  An<f  in  these 
Bureaus  we  shall  keep  a  full  record  of  responsible  and  unreliable 
bosses. 
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CONVICT  LABOR. 

Kitf/ith—We  will  not  use  any  mill  or  other  work  manufactured 
in  a  reformatory  institution  or  brought  from  any  town  or  city  in 
which  cheap  labor  is  used.  We  demand  laws  abolishing  contract 
prison  labor. 

PIECE  WORK. 

Xhith — Sub-contract  and  piece-work,  which  is  now  being 
forced  upon  the  trade,  is  extremely  dangerous  to  every  interest 
of  the  craft,  hence  we  are  determined  to  use  every  means  in  our 
power  to  stamp  out  and  prevent  further  increase  of  this  growing 
evil. 

ORCANIZATION. 

Tenth — In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  organized  labor  is 
being  furnished  by  European  countries,  we  recommend  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  whose 
duty  shall  be  to  open  a  con-espondence,  with  the  view  of  effect- 
ing a  confederation  of  all  organized  bodies  of  the  building  trade ; 
also  a  Committee  of  Two  from  each  district  here  represented, 
with  power  to  carry  out  the  views  expressed  in  the  foregoing, 
and  to  organize  unions  where  none  now  exist. 

FEDERATION  OF  TRADES. 

Resolved,  That  we  indorse  the  call  of  the  Terre  Haute  Labor 
Convention  for  a  universal  labor  congress  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  on 
Nov  ember  15,  1881,  to  form  a  continental  federation  of  trades 
unions ;  and  that  we  elect  one  delegate  to  represent  our  Brother- 
hood in  that  Convention,  and  that  we  call  upon  the  local  unions 
to  send  delegates.  We  recommend  that  each  local  union  shall 
shall  set  apart  one  meeting  in  the  month  as  an  open  meeting  for 
the  discussion  of  labor  questions,  and  invite  the  trade. 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  was  discharged  with 
a  vote  of  thanks. 

Moved,  that  we  proceed  to  fix  the  weekly  salaiy  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Brotherhood.  Carried.  Three  sums 
were  named,  vir:  $20,  $18  and  $15.  The  Convention  on 
motion  of  Delegate  McGuire  decided  to  fix  the  salary  at 
$15  per  week. 

Moved  that  P.  J.  McGuire  receives  $2.50  per  day  as 
Secretary  of  the  Con^ntion.  Mr.  McGuire  decUned  to 
accept  pay  for  his  services  and  the  motion  was  withdrawn. 

Kieetiou  of  OfticerH. 

Moved,  that  we  proceed  to  election  of  officers  for 
the  ensuing  term  of  one  year.  Carried.  Delegates  Ken* 
and  Mcintosh  were  appointed  tellers.  Richard  W.  Com- 
fort, Gabriel  Edmonston  and  John  D.  Allen  were  the 


uoniinees  for  President.  Allen  declined.  The  tirst  buUot 
resulted:  Edmonston  18,  Conifoi-t  14,  Allen  ±  (I.  Ed- 
nicuston  of  Washinfrton  was  declared  elected  as  Pres- 
ident.   President  Edmonston  was  then  duly  installed. 

For  First  Vice  President,  John  Ritter,  A  Oberbeck, 
and  W.  T.  Hendei*son  were  nominated.  A  ballot  was 
taken  and  the  result  stood:  Ritter  14,  Oberbeck  10,  Hen- 
derson 8.  No  choice.  A  second  ballot  ji^ave  Ritter  11), 
Oberbeck  14.  John  Ritter  of  New  York  was  declared 
Fii*8t  Vice  President. 

For  Second  Vice  President,  A.  Oberbeck  and  W.  D. 
Black  were  nominated.  Black  re(!eived  11)  votes,  Ober- 
beck 14.    W.  D.  Black  of  Chicaji^o  was  declared  elected. 

For  Third  Vice  President,  A.  Oberbeck,  J.  M.  House, 
and  D.  Mcintosh  were  nominated.  Oberbeck  received 
17  votes.  House  14,  Mcintosh  2.  A.  Oberbeck  of  St. 
Louis  was  declaimed  elected. 

For  SecretaiT,  P.  J.  ^IcGuire  and  J.  R.  Smith  were 
nominated.  McGuire  received  21  votes,  Smith  11.  P.  .1. 
McGuire  of  St.  Louis  was  declared  elected.  The  newly 
elected  officei*s  were  then  formally  installed. 

The  Convention  then  took  up  the  question  of  locat- 
ing the  next  Convention.  Nominations  bein}^  in  order, 
AVashington,  Philadelphia,  Cleveland,  Cincinnati  and  Buf- 
falo were  propo.sed.  The  tirst  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 
Washington,  11;  Philadelphia,  11;  Cincinnati,  10;  Cleve- 
land, 1.  A  second  V)allot  «^ave  Philadelphia  Hi,  Washing- 
ton 11,  Cincinnati  9.  The  names  of  Washington  and 
Cincinnati  were  dropped  and  Philadelpliia  was  unan- 
imouslv  selected  as  the  meeting  place  of  the  Convention 
for  1882. 

The  Closing*:  Proceedings. 

Moved,  That  we  now  proceed  to  the  election  of  a 
delegate  to  the  Pittsburgh  Labor  Congress.  Carried. 
J.  D.  Allen  of  Philadelphia  was  unaniiiiously  chosen  as 
delegate. 

The  following  resolutions  were  proposed  and  adoi)ted: 
Jieitolved,  That  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  be  tend- 
ered to  the  Chicago  daily  papei*s  for  their  faithful  and  un- 
prejudiced reports  of  the  proceedings. 
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liesolvnd.  That  Thk  Carpenter  print  a  digest  of  tlie 
proceedings:  and  that  the  proceedings  be  printed  in 
pamphlet  fomi,  1000  copies  in  English  and  1000  in  Ger- 
man for  the  use  of  the  local  unions. 

Resolved,  That "  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be 
tendered  to  the  carpenters  unions  of  Chicago  for  the 
lieailv  welcome  and  brotherly  treatment  we  have  received 
at  their  hands,  and  our  parting  wish  is  that  they  may 
prosper  beyond  expectation,  and  that  they  will  bear  us 
kindly  in  their  memories  until  Time  shall  call  us  from  our 
labors. 

Rejoiced ,  That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  to  the 
officers  of  this  Convention  for  their  faithful  services. 

Moved,  That  we  reconsider  vote  ordering  25,000 
t!opies  of  Constitution  to  be  printed.  CaiTied. 

Resolced,  That  we  print  5000  (copies  in  English  and 
5000  in  German.  Carried. 

I>istri<*t  Orjfiiiiizers, 

President  Edmonston  then  appointed  the  following 
District  Organizers: 

Chicago.  III.— R.  W.  Comfort;  J.  P.  Gooinvix. 
New  York. — John  Ritter;  Jacob  Schneider. 
Buffalo.  N.  Y. — J.  C.  Schieder;  J.  M.  House. 
Kansas  City.  Mo. — John  Beasly;  John  E.  Walton. 
Philadelphia. — J.  D.  Allen;  Chas.  L.  Dodd. 
Cleveland,  0. — D.  McIntosh;  Jos.  BrDDiN(iER. 
Detroit,  Mich.— J.  M.  Kerr;  I.  N.Evans. 
St.  Louis.  Mo, — Casper  Heep;  Robert  Stofiel. 
Washington,  D.  C. — Edward  Wayson;  John  Henderson. 

President  Edmonston  addressed  the  delegates  briefly 
on  their  obligations  to  the  organization  perfected,  and  he 
congratulated  them  on  the  success  of  their  work. 

Amid  three  ringing  cheers  for  the  Brotherhood  the 
First  Annual  Convention  adjourned  sin,^  dv  at  0  P  A[. 
Aug.  11,  1882. 


